This year marks the 40th
anniversary of the infamous

river burning. Cuyahoga
SWCD is proud to be one of
the agencies that has

contributed to the immense
improvements in the Cuyahoga
Watershed. We are proud to
support the Cuyahoga River
Community Planning
Organization’s efforts and year
long celebration of a cleaner
river.

It wasn't the first fire on the
Cuyahoga, nor was it the worst
fire on an American river, but it
did get the nation's attention
and sparked an entire

Over these last forty years, the
combination of government
regulation and citizen

efforts toward public education _

and better environmental
planning, have allowed the
Cuyahoga River to recover.

Throughout 2009, the Cuyahoga
River Remedial Action Plan
(RAP), its partners and
stakeholder organizations are
celebrating the truly amazing
recovery of this American
Heritage River. Activities for the
June 22 anniversary will include
official recognition of the
recovery and the return of
aquatic life to the Cuyahoga.
Updates and opportunities to
become involved in the
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anniversary can be found at
WWW.riveryear.org.

11TH ANNUAL BIG CREEK
CLEANUP - JUNE 6

environmental movement. stewardship, supported by

e | ROCKY RIVER CLEAN UP -

JUNE 6
Saturday, June 6th 11th Annual Big + | BB ot
Creek Cleanup OUTH EUCLID - JUNE

e | RAIN BARREL WORKSHOP -
BEREA - JUNE 9

9:00am - Noon
Meet at one of the three locations:
1. Brookfield Park, Brookfield Ave.
(between Bellaire and W. 130th)
2. Snow Road Picnic Area
(Big Creek Parkway off Snow Road) .
3. Memphis Picnic Area
(Memphis Ave. at Tiedeman)

We need your help to clean
our local streams!
Call for information or just
show up at one of the locations.

e | RAIN BARREL WORKSHOP —
PARMA - JUNE 11

RAIN BARREL
PRESENTATION -
SEVEN HILLS - JUNE 17

e | RAIN BARREL WORKSHOP -
TREMONT FARMERS
MARKET - JuLy 14

Call Amy Roskilly for more information
216/524-6580, ext 22

Rocky River Cleanup
9:00am - Noon
Meet at Scenic Park Picnic Area
(by Emerald Necklace Marina) in the ©
Rocky River Reservation

e | RAIN BARREL WORKSHOP -
MAYFIELD VILLAGE - JuLY 15

RAIN GARDENS
PRESENTATION -
BRECKSVILLE - AUGUST 11

Call Jared Bartley for more information
216/524-6580, ext 14
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7 '$8 to promote conservation of land and aquatic resources in a
developed environment through stewardship initiatives, education programs
and technical assistance for all landowners.
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SOIL&WATER
T he building blocks of

life on earth

Since 1949, the Cuyahoga Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) staff has used
its technical expertise to advise land owners
about drainage issues and effective storm
water pollution prevention, especially related
to erosion and sediment control, natural
resource protections and water quality
issues. This expertise is provided, with the
assistance of our federal partner, the USDA-
Natural Resources Conservation Service,
through a variety of programs, events, and
technical assistance.  Cuyahoga SWCD
worked to promote minimal standards and
practices for natural resource protection and
best management practices for storm water
management, which directly impacts our
quality of life in Cuyahoga County.

Cuyahoga SWCD

A non-regulatory agency

In 2008, Cuyahoga SWCD implemented a
county-wide general assistance program
aimed at conserving and enhancing water
quality, wildlife habitat, and protection of
communities and homeowners. Working
through collaborative agreements  with
communities, the Cuyahoga SWCD offered
specialized assistance in conservation
education and technical assistance. This
assistance,  tailored  to individual
communities’ needs, was provided on a
voluntary and cooperative basis. Cuyahoga
SWCD efforts resulted in implementation of
best management practices, a better
understanding of storm water pollution
prevention, improved ability to manage long-
term storm water costs, and community
compliance with federally-mandated storm
water permit and clean water goals.

Storm Water Program

Cuyahoga SWCD worked with communities
to keep them in compliance with their
federally mandated Clean Water Act
responsibilities. The assistance provided to
25 communities, the county engineers,
developers, site designers, builders and
individual property owners was aimed at
reducing the cost and negative effects of
pollution in local waterways through public
education, public involvement, detailed plan

reviews, comprehensive field reviews,
technical advisory reports, and training.
Examples of storm water pollution

prevention best management practices,
which illustrate the effectiveness and
benefits of low impact development, can be
found around the county. In addition to
reducing the effects of storm water runoff,
some of the implemented practices have
served to preserve wetlands and stream
corridors, which provides habitat and
community green space. Other practices
have resulted in improved aesthetics in
areas such as parking lots.

Communities that utilize the Cuyahoga
SWCD as an educational and technical

Cuyahoga
- Soil and Water
Conservation District
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service provider have expanded with
continued implementation of Clean Water
Act responsibilities. Cuyahoga SWCD's
trained and certified technical staff worked to
keep communities in compliance and to
reduce the impacts of pollution to our
waterways. The Storm Water Program leads
the state in the number of instances of
assistance provided related to urban soil
conservation and conservation planning.
While residential “green field” subdivision
has slowed, redevelopment and
infrastructure renovation projects remained
on schedule. Cuyahoga SWCD staff are
experiencing a trend toward more
involvement with these types of projects.

e Plan reviews (preliminary plans,
storm water pollution prevention
plans, and variance and
mitigation review- 495

e  Comprehensive Field Reviews- 20,500

e Technical Advisory Meetings
(Planning/Construction)-88
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The SWCD assisted with the development
and implementation of four (4) new storm
water pollution prevention programs related
to local clean water act responsibilities.

Pollution Prevention education and training
is paramount to getting conservation on the
ground. 2008 programs included: Equine
Environmental Liability Program;
Conservation Planning & Soil Conservation;
Storm Water Operating Procedures,
Procedures for Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan Review; Good
Housekeeping Pollution Prevention;
and Training for Inspectors.

Euclid Creek Watershed

The Euclid Creek Watershed Program
completed its sixth year with many
accomplishments, including its outstanding
ability to leverage over $2 million in funding
for habitat restoration, community education
and the effort to remove the dam under
Highland Road. The dam removal project
will restore habitat and improve water
quality. Funding was received from the Ohio
EPA (319), United States Department of
Agriculture-Natural Resources Conservation
Service (Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program)
and the Water Resources Restoration
Sponsorship Program.

Clean Ohio funds helped preserve 12.5
acres of headwater wetlands in a
conservation easement. This protected area
supports home of the rare Dusty Goldenrod
plant. Mayfield School District, City of High-
land Heights and the Friends of Euclid Creek
helped make the project a reality. Mitigation
funds provided the match that was needed
to finish the project. The wetland will
continue to attenuate storm water runoff in
the headwaters of Euclid Creek and serve as
an educational resource for the Mayfield
School District.

Other accomplishments included an invasive
garlic mustard plant pull in lower Euclid
Creek in partnership with the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources;
participation in the Beachwood Green
Dream, an environmental trade show hosted
by the high school, which attracted 2,200
people and local businesses; and rain
garden and rain barrel workshops and
demonstration that were filled to capacity.

The Watershed Coordinator also supported
educational efforts for students, educators,
watershed council members, and municipal
leaders regarding watershed education,
stream monitoring and restoration initiatives.

The Euclid Creek communities pledged
through a Memorandum of Understanding
to continue to support the program. A three
year grant was received from the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources-Division of
Soil and Water Conservation for additional
program support.

Rocky River Watershed

Nearly 200 participating landowners enrolled
nearly 10 miles (30 acres) of streamside
property in the Rocky River Backyard
Buffers Program that was funded through a
Lake Erie Protection Fund grant.
Participants and partner communities
received a total of 20,000 tree and shrub
seedlings to plant alongside streams and
rivers on their property. Forested riparian
buffers serve not only to enhance
streamside  habitat, but also reduce
streambank erosion and nutrient loading to
the Rocky River. Two volunteer riparian
buffer plantings were also conducted
through partnerships with Boy Scout Troop
514 and Western Reserve Land
Conservancy.

Additional accomplishments included: Over
350 stakeholders received “The Flow"
e-newsletter, which is also posted on the
www.myrockyriver.org website; with the help
of 150 volunteers, ten miles of the Rocky
River got a spring cleanup and a rain garden
sprouted in Broadview Heights; six
presentations, two rain barrel workshops,
and one Oil & Gas workshop were
conducted in the watershed, reaching 195
stakeholders ranging from high school
students to the Coastal Resources Advisory
Council. Presentation topics included
“Going Green - One Yard at a Time” and the
“The Rocky River Watershed;” conceptual
recommendations were developed for the
Baldwin Creek Dam Removal and Habitat
Enhancement Project.

The Rocky River Watershed Coordinator
also provided direct assistance to the Rocky
River Watershed Council (RRWC), which

obtained its 501c3 status from the Internal
Revenue Service. The Council promotes
stewardship of the Rocky River Watershed
by hosting educational public meetings four
times per year, exhibitng at events
throughout the watershed, and presenting to
community groups. The Watershed Council
has instituted a dues-paying membership
structure and has online donation and
membership capabilities.

Conservation Education and
Public Involvement

Conservation education is the foundation of
the Cuyahoga SWCD program and it is
provided on a county-wide basis. In addition
to the general program, Cuyahoga SWCD
implemented a comprehensive storm water
public involvement and public education
program for 25 communities. This year's
education theme, “Going Green in Your Own
Backyard” focused on actions that a typical
homeowner could undertake to reduce
pollution problems.

Information and assistance on rain garden
installation continued to be popular and eight
rain gardens were built across the county.
Rain barrel workshops were “sold out” and
over 200 county residents built rain barrels
for use at their home. This effort helps to
keep water at the site and reduce runoff into
streams all while providing a free, natural
source of water for gardening. Cuyahoga
SWCD staff assisted the City of Cleveland's
Summer Youth Program by teaching
students about environmental issues and
engaging them in rain garden and rain barrel
installation.

Staff collaborated with many local agencies
including the Cleveland Metroparks and the
Cleveland EcoVillage, forging partnerships
and providing information on going green in
your own backyard. Cuyahoga SWCD also
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teamed up with the Cleveland Botanical
Garden for a teacher workshop and rain
barrel workshop titled “Being a Good
Neighbor.” In addition, over 400 schools
received a copy of the web-based tool Life
Depends on Water on DVD. This was a
collaborative effort with the Ohio
Environmental Education Fund and WVIZ
Ideastream and provides lesson plans,
activities and information based on
Northeast Ohio’s watersheds.

In total, Cuyahoga SWCD held or
participated in 95 events and programs
directly reaching over 25,500 people. These
include presentations on rain garden, rain
barrels, conservation tips and our watershed
programs. In addition, 26,000 copies of the
On the Land newsletter were distributed to
county residents through the mail, libraries
and nature centers. Additional information
was mailed directly to 26,000 homes in
Cuyahoga County on “Seven Simple Steps
to Clean Water.”  This brochure also
encouraged residents to take our
Environmental Awareness Survey which
helps our agency assess the level of
awareness residents have with regard to
common household activities and their
potential impact on the quality of our local
water resources. Answers provided will
serve as a tool to help develop water quality
educational materials, appropriate methods
for delivery of these materials and gauge the
success of educational programs and ensure
the effective spending of public funds.

Conservation Easements

Currently, the Cuyahoga SWCD holds 260
acres of land in conservation easements,
which serves to protect sensitive wetland
and riparian areas. Staff has begun marking
boundaries and mapping the easements

Bob Gardin, Jan Rybka, Al Weiler,
Sean Brennan, and Ann Brokaw

after the boundary coordinates are obtained
with the geographical positioning system.
Staff monitored the easements for
encroachments inside the boundaries and
provided educational literature to property
owners about the benefits of “keeping it
natural”.

Cleveland’s Nature
Preserve at Dike 14

Brownfield funding from the US
Environmental Protection Agency and the
Cuyahoga County Board of County
Commissioners was used to conduct an
environmental assessment of the confined
disposal facility called Dike 14. The two year
project included a historical review, soil
testing, and ecological and human health
risk assessment determined that only five of
the 88 acres posed an ecological risk.
District staff continues to work with the
Cleveland Cuyahoga County Port Authority,
the City of Cleveland and members of the
Dike 14 Environmental Collaborative to open
the site as a lakefront nature preserve. As a
Collaborative member, Cuyahoga SWCD
co-hosted semi-annual nature events and
limited environmental education
programming on Dike 14, which has
attracted hundreds of interested nature
enthusiasts to Cleveland.

Volunteers
Our volunteers are our best partners in

- conservation. Thanks to their support, the

District has extended conservation
education, watershed protection and storm
water management programs throughout the
county at events, activity assignments,
program coordination, with workshops and
special initiatives, and with public
involvement activities.
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597" Annual Meeting

This year's 59" Annual Meeting and
Supervisor Election showcased the Euclid
Creek Watershed. Nearly 100 people
attended a very rainy event, which included
demonstrations, exhibits, and a tour of the
“South Euclid Wetlands” restoration project.
Patricia Carey and Michael Emancipator,
both of Cleveland Heights, were elected to
serve three year terms.

USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service

The Natural Resources Conservation
Service, USDA (NRCS) assisted the District
in many ways. NRCS administers the
federal Farm Bill programs related to natural
resources in agricultural and other natural
resource management situations to help
solve natural resource problems like
degraded water quality. In 2008 there were
five active contracts in the Environmental
Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) and one
Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP)
contract in Cuyahoga County. The contracts
included three animal waste storage
structures, two concrete pads for dumpsters
that handle animal wastes, seven fence
installations and five sets of all weather
paddocks.  All of these conservation
practices addressed water quality concerns
related to horses. The WHIP contract will
help fund the removal of a concrete dam in
order to improve water quality and facilitate
fish passage up and down a stream.

NRCS also provides one full time district
conservationist for Cuyahoga County and
the support personnel needed to assist the
District with many conservation activities and
projects. NRCS personal can work on
conservation planning, survey, and design
construction layout and construction
inspection of conservation practices that are
being applied by private landowners and do
not compete with private sector engineers.
NRCS administers and provides a
coordinator for the Western Reserve
Resource Conservation and Development
(RC&D) program. Cuyahoga County is one
of the nine counties involved in the Western
Reserve RC&D.
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Conservation Partners

Environmental and natural resource issues
extend beyond municipal and county
boundaries. An ongoing collaborative effort,
with the generous assistance from many
partners, helped raise awareness of the
benefits of natural resource protection
through education and the promotion and
implementation of good practices that
reduce costs, increase green space, and
restore the natural function of the “green
infrastructure” on a regional basis.
Cuyahoga SWCD staff is proud to work with
a variety of regional and local partners that
include federal, state, and local
governmental agencies, watershed
stakeholders, universities, schools, local
businesses, developers, planners,
engineers, developers, citizens and many
others in Cuyahoga County.

In addition to Cuyahoga SWCD Board and
Associate Board members, support for
programs was provided by various federal,
state and county agencies, watershed
organizations, watershed councils and
Friends groups, various communities
municipal staff, students, garden clubs, local
universities, local businesses, youth groups,
and citizen volunteers.

Program Support

The Cuyahoga SWCD is funded by both
public and private sources. Cuyahoga
SWCD is grateful for the support from the
Board of Cuyahoga County Commissioners
and local municipalities, which enables us to
leverage matching funds from the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources-Division of
Soil & Water Conservation. In addition,
grant funds were received to implement
specific projects.

Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District

% &
g (
% ) o+ &

% %
- %
0 $1

& &

& & &

. ;
& (" && *'
% "2
" % &
% *

&  $4 5#%$67 #8!* 4

Carol Ward, Ohio Department of
Natural Resources, pulling a record
size invasive Garlic Mustard Plant

In an effort to conserve natural resources and cut costs,
we are asking for your feedback. Please let us know if
would like to stay on our mailing list and/or if you would

like to receive this newsletter by email.
Call Bernie Hackett at 216/524-6580, x10 or
email bhackett@cuyahogaswcd.org
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Environmental Science for
Educators: Promoting Watershed
Stewardship Course, 2 credit hours
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Berea High School Students Selling Rain Barrels for a Good Cause

As part of a group project, the Coe Lake Outdoor Science Education (C.L.O.S.E.) Class at Berea High School is
constructing, decorating and selling rain barrels to benefit a rain water harvesting project in Uganda.

Proceeds raised from the sale will be donated to the organization Good Earth Trust to help to build a 10,000
liter rain water harvesting tank. This would provide one family or homestead with a tank right outside their
house. This will ease the burden on their lives, as it is the women and children who are charged with the task of
collecting water, often walking up to two miles just to get water!

The decorated rain barrels cost just $120 each.

If you are interested in purchasing a barrel, please contact Mrs.

Mary Draves at 440/234-5418 or mdraves@berea.k12.oh.us.

Students from Berea High
School and some of their
painted rain barrels

www.myrockyriver.org

UPCOMING EVENTS

Rocky River Watershed Council Board of Trustees Meeting
May 28th and June 25th, 2009
6:30pm at the 303 Diner in Brunswick.
All Board meetings are open to the public.

Anti-degradation Public Hearing for the
UH facility near the I-71/Rt.18 intersection
June 3rd; 2009 - 6:30pm
Medina Public Library, Community Room,
210 South Broadway - Medina
The project could potentially impact up to 2 acres
of wetland and 2,200 feet of stream tributary to the
West Branch of the Rocky River in Montville Township.

Annual Rocky River Cleanup — Volunteers Needed!!!
June 6th, 2009, 9:00am - Noon
Meet at the Scenic Park Picnic Area in the Cleveland
Metroparks Rocky River Reservation. Sponsored by the Rocky River
Watershed Council, Cleveland Metroparks, Cuyahoga SWCD and the
Cities of Rocky River and North Olmsted.

Contact Jared Bartley at jbartley@cuyahogaswcd.org
or 216/524-6580 x14.
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Storm Water Runoff:
Slow It Down, Spread It Out, Soak It In

What is Storm Water Runoff?

Storm water runoff occurs when precipitation from rain
or snowmelt flows over the ground. Impervious surfaces
like driveways, sidewalks, and streets prevent storm water
from naturally soaking into the ground.

Polluted 'Woter

: Why is Storm Water Runoff a Problem?
(Ta il I '..'l!:'- i
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Storm water can pick up debris, chemicals, dirt and other
pollutants and flow into a storm sewer system or directly to a

ommond FOES 1 lake, stream, river, or wetland. Anything that enters a storm

I l sewer system is discharged untreated into the water bodies

. 2 ke we use for swimming, fishing and providing drinking water.

How Can YOU Help to Slow It Down,

Spread It Out, and Soak It In

The Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District is working to
reduce storm water runoff by installing rain gardens, hosting rain
barrel workshops and providing opportunities to learn about the
effects of storm water.

Be sure to watch the new 9-minute video by the

E:]vironmental Protection Agency For more information, check out our website www.cuyahogaswcd.org,
Reduce Runoff: Slow It Down, or contact Amy Roskilly, Conservation Education Coordinator at
Spread It Out, Soak It In” 216/524-6580, x22 or aroskilly@cuyahogaswcd.org.

www.epa.gov/owow/nps/lid/video.html.

9
A Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor represents county residents in soil and water
conservation and natural resources management. Supervisors set the District’s policy, provide .
guidance to staff, and assist on projects. The Board consists of five supervisors who serve for three- C Uyahoga Soil and Water
year terms on a voluntary basis. Supervisors participate in monthly and special board meetings, and ; S
attend area and state meetings. This year, candidates will be nominated to fill two open positions. Conservation District

Potential candidates are expected to have experience relevant to the District's goals. 60th Annual Mge[/'ng

D) #* %+ -*&*
e Widespread knowledge of natural resources in the county
e Complement the existing make-up of the district board so that all

geographic, educational, and land-use interests within the district are
represented

e Leadership ability and willingness to share time and talent

Thursday, October 22, 2009

6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Umberley Civic Center
21016 Hilliard Blvd.
;e _ _ . Rocky River

NI For information about the Board of Supervisors,
Camseretion contact Jan Rybka at 216/524-6580, x13.

— [T

$20 per person (dinner)
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EcoWatch Ohio publishes a newspaper every other month, EcoWatch Journal, that
educates citizens about environmental issues, motivates them to live life in a more
sustainable way and connects them to Ohio-based organizations and
sustainable businesses.

EcoWatch Next Generation works to encourage the next generation to be good stewards
of the planet by educating them about the importance of sustainability. They
accomplish this by providing copies of EcoWatch Journal to school systems across Ohio.

If you are a teacher or administrator for an Ohio-based school and would like to have

copies of EcoWatch Ohio distributed to students in grades 6-12, please contact
Stephanie Spear at spear@ecowatchohio.org or 216/387-1609

EcoWatch Journal

A COLLABORATION OF PEOPLE WORKING TOWARD A SUSTAIMNABLE WORLD




