
 

 

This summer, you will see 
painted rain barrels popping up 
across Cuyahoga County.  The 
30 colorful rain barrels were 
painted by local artists for the 
Cuyahoga SWCD rain barrel 
art program. The barrels will be 
displayed across the county 
from June 15 - September 30.  
In addition, each barrel will be 
listed on the Cuyahoga SWCD 
website along with the artist 
name, artist statement and 
showcase location.  All summer 
there will be an on-line auction 
for the barrels. Minimum  

starting bid is $100.  Bid on the 
barrel(s) of your choice by 
checking out the different  
designs and sending in your bid 
to: 

Amy Roskilly 
aroskilly@cuyahogaswcd.org 

216/524-6580, ext 22   
 

Bids will be posted on the  
website within 24 hours.  
Please check the website  

frequently for  the  
most recent bid!  

Spring 2010 

• JUNE 30 - RAIN BARREL 
WORKSHOP, BROOKLYN 

• JULY 7 - RAIN BARREL 
WORKSHOP, PARMA 

• JULY 8 - RAIN BARREL 
WORKSHOP, INDEPEND-
ENCE 

• JULY 14 - RAIN BARREL 
WORKSHOP, MAYFIELD 
HEIGHTS 

• JULY 15 - RAIN BARREL 
WORKSHOP, ROCKY RIVER 

• AUGUST 25-RAIN BARREL 
WORKSHOP, MAYFIELD  
VILLAGE 

• AUGUST 28 - CUYAHOGA 
SWCD CONSERVATION 
DAY & ANNUAL      
MEETING                        
PARMA 

• SEPTEMBER 11 - EUCLID 
CREEK STREAM CLEANUP 

• SEPTEMBER 11 - RAIN  
GARDEN PLANT KIT SALE, 
GARFIELD HEIGHTS 

ON THE LAND 
LEADING CONSERVATION IN THE URBAN LANDSCAPE 

C U Y A H O G A  S O I L  A N D  W A T E R  C O N S E R V A T I O N  D I S T R I C T   

One of the functions of a river 
is to transport sediment 
downstream.  Sediment in 
rivers is generated naturally 
t h r o u g h  u p l a n d  a n d 
streambank erosion, but when 
changes are made to the 
landscape (deforestation, 
urbanization, agricultural and 
construction activities), the 

IT’S RAINING ART 
Auction winners will be  
announced in October 2010 at a 
special event featuring Katie 
Spotz as a special speaker for this 
event. Katie is the young woman 
from Mentor, Ohio who recently 
returned from rowing across the 
Atlantic Ocean to raise money 
for clean water.  Check out her 
story at www.rowforwater.com 
and view the painted rain barrels 
at www.cuyahogaswcd.org. 

Thank you to all the amazingly 
talented artists who participated 
in this program!! 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

The Rocky River’s Arteries Are Clogged 

Sediment Impacts in the Rocky River Watershed 

amount of sediment delivered to 
the river increases.  This 
increased sediment load often 
exceeds the river’s capacity to 
t r an s po r t  th e  s e d im e nt 
downstream.  Changes made to 
the stream channel itself, such as 
straightening, ditching and 
damming, alter flow regimes and 
further contribute to the 

problem by reducing the river’s 
capacity to transport sediment.  
So what happens to all this extra 
sediment?  It collects in the 
river’s substrate, or bed material, 
causing it to become embedded, 
or clogged.  In addition to 
providing a place for fish to 
deposit their eggs, the river’s 
natural, ‘un-embedded’ substrate 

www.cuyahogaswcd.org 



 

 

2009 Highlights 
ANNUAL REPORTANNUAL REPORTANNUAL REPORTANNUAL REPORT    

60 YEARS OF CONSERVATION60 YEARS OF CONSERVATION60 YEARS OF CONSERVATION60 YEARS OF CONSERVATION    

Mission: To promote conservation of land and 
aquatic resources in a developed environment, 
through stewardship, education and technical 
assistance. 

• Updated the SWCD Strategic Plan 
• Unveiling of the Technical  

Quarterly and PIPE Quarterly  
Updates 

• Technical assistance to the  
Re-Imagining a More Sustainable 
Cleveland initiative 

• Participated in Sustainable  
Cleveland 2019 

• Historical aerial photographs  
available on-line at the Cleveland 
Public Library 

• Initiated  long term operations and 
maintenance inspections 

 
~SOIL AND WATER~~SOIL AND WATER~~SOIL AND WATER~~SOIL AND WATER~    

OUR BEST OUR BEST OUR BEST OUR BEST     

NATURAL ASSETSNATURAL ASSETSNATURAL ASSETSNATURAL ASSETS    
Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation 
District (SWCD) is governed by a board of 
five locally elected volunteers, who are  
familiar with the county’s resource needs. 
Board members set policy and the long-
range goals with staff and approve the  
annual work plan to deliver a tailor-made 
conservation program.  Since 1949, the 
Cuyahoga SWCD, with assistance from our 
the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, has used its technical expertise to 
advise land owners about drainage issues 
and effective methods of storm water  
pollution prevention through a variety of 
programs, events, and on-site technical 
assistance.  Our efforts promote standards 
and practices for natural resource protection 
and best management practices for storm 
water management, which directly impacts 
our quality of life in Cuyahoga County. 
 

Cuyahoga SWCD is not a regulatory 
agency.  Instead, the agency implements 
county-wide general assistance aimed at 
conserving and enhancing water quality, 
wildlife habitat, and protection of  
communities and landowners. Working 
through collaborative agreements with  
communities, the Cuyahoga SWCD offers 
specialized conservation education and 
technical assistance. This assistance,  
tailored to individual communities’ needs, is 
provided on a voluntary and cooperative 
basis, resulting in the implementation of best 
management practices, a better  
understanding of storm water pollution  
prevention, improved ability to manage long-
term storm water costs, and community 
compliance with federally-mandated storm 
water permit and clean water goals.  
 
Many of the efforts and successes of the 
Cuyahoga SWCD are a result of ongoing 
collaboration with other county agencies, 
watershed partners, our state and federal 
partners, grant providers, and wonderful 
volunteers.   

 

Storm Water ProgramStorm Water ProgramStorm Water ProgramStorm Water Program    
Nearly all Cuyahoga County communities 
are required to implement a storm water 
management plan to be in compliance with 
their National Pollution Discharge and  
Elimination System (NPDES) Permit.  The 
permit requires the municipalities to create 
and implement a Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Program designed to reduce the 
amount of sediment and pollution that enters 
surface and ground water from storm sewer 
systems.  

The staff of nine works through voluntary 
agreements with 25 communities, including 
the Cuyahoga County Engineers to  
implement a cost-effective, comprehensive 
and efficient program that addresses four of 
the six minimum control measures required 
in the NPDES Permit.  The Cuyahoga 
SWCD’s overall Storm Water Program  
assistance includes the outstanding public 
involvement/public education program that 
targets diverse audiences, and the erosion 
and sediment control, and post construction 
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storm water management program.  Since 
2003, the Cuyahoga SWCD has been  
recognized both locally and nationally for its 
storm water program efforts.  In addition to 
assisting the communities, the staff provides 
educational and technical assistance to  
developers, site designers and builders and 
provides assistance to county landowners.                   
2009 accomplishments include: 

• 677 Comprehensive Field Reviews and 
Written Technical Advisory Reports of 
active construction projects for  
implementation of Best Management 
Practices (BMPs), plus 137 Field Re-
views of long-term operation and main-
tenance and Written Technical Advisory 
Reports of post-construction water 
quality Best Management Practices 
(BMPs).  Cleveland-Hopkins Interna-
tional Airport, Ohio Department of 
Transportation, NASA, Cleveland 
Metroparks, U.S. Army Corps of  
Engineers, U.S. National Park Service, 
etc. have utilized the Storm Water Pro-
gram staff expertise related to soils, 

2009 ANNUAL HIGHLIGHTS    Cuyahoga 
Soil and Water  
Conservation District 

 

 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 
Patricia  Carey                     
Fred Cash, Sr. 
Kevin Kubovcik 

Michael Emancipator 
Ruth Skuly, Chair 

 

DISTRICT STAFF 
Janine Rybka 

District Administrator 
 

Jared Bartley 
Rocky River Watershed Coordinator 

Sandy Denes  
Administrative Assistant 

Todd Houser 
Storm Water Program Manager 

Patricia Hughes 
Urban Conservation Specialist 

Shannon Mullins 
Storm Water Specialist 

Claire Posius 
Euclid Creek Watershed Coordinator 

Amy Roskilly                           
Conservation Education Coordinator 

Lisa Vavro  
Storm Water Specialist II 

 

NRCS STAFF 
 

Jim Storer                          
District Conservationist 

Mission: to promote conservation of land and aquatic resources  
in a developed environment through stewardship, education and  

technical assistance for all landowners. 



 

 

storm water pollution prevention, post-
construction water quality BMPs and 
long-term-operation & maintenance. 

• 122  Written Plan Reviews for proposed 
projects (including Storm Water Pollu-
tion Prevention Plans, Preliminary 
Plans, Riparian and Wetlands Setbacks 
Variance & Mitigation Plans, and Tim-
ber Harvest Notice of Intent Plans 

• Introduction of the informative and well-
received Technical Quarterly e-
newsletter  

• Assistance to the Ohio EPA - Office of 
Compliance and Pollution Prevention 
for two workshops for community Storm 
Water Coordinators 

• On-site technical assistance to 117  
landowners 

Conservation EducationConservation EducationConservation EducationConservation Education    

    and Public Involvementand Public Involvementand Public Involvementand Public Involvement    

Since 1949, Cuyahoga SWCD has offered 

conservation education to an array of  

constituents, including landowners,  

watershed activists, government agencies, 

students, and teachers.  Conservation  

education is fundamental to encouraging 

wise use, not misuse of natural resources 

and SWCD staff provides a variety of  

educational initiatives on an annual basis. In 

addition to the general county-wide program, 

Cuyahoga SWCD implements a  

comprehensive storm water public  

involvement and public education program 

for 24 communities. The 2009 theme, 

“Conservation Through Low Impact  

Development,” focused on actions that could 

be taken by all landowners to reduce  

pollution problems.  The highlight of this 

year’s program was how the rain barrel 

workshops took the county and staff by 

storm!  Over 600 residents attended Rain 
Barrel Workshops and 700 rain barrels were 

purchased for home use. Even more  

remarkable was the collaboration with  

watershed groups that helped raise aware-

• Published articles regarding conserva-

tion practices in local print media such 

as Cleveland Plain Dealer, Sun News, 

and EcoWatch Journal 

 

Euclid Creek Euclid Creek Euclid Creek Euclid Creek     

Watershed ProgramWatershed ProgramWatershed ProgramWatershed Program 

The original grant from the Ohio Department 
of Natural Resources-Division of Soil and 
Water Conservation, which provided 50% of 
the funding for the Euclid Creek Watershed 
Program, ended in 2008.  The Euclid Creek 
Watershed Council voted to continue its 
support of the watershed effort and a small 
grant from the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources-Division of Soil and Water  
Resources was received to provide some 
supplemental funding for the continued  
implementation of the approved Watershed 
Action Plan.  Since its inception, this  
program has numerous stakeholder groups 
actively involved in project implementation, 
including the Friends of Euclid Creek, and 
the Technical and PIPE Committee work 
groups and over $1 million dollars in project 
grants has been received.    

This year’s highlights include:  

• Grants-Storm Water RetrofitGrant 
awarded by National Fish & Wildlife 
Foundation-Arcelor Mittal for work in 
the Euclid Creek and Rocky River 
watersheds  

• Watershed Grant from the Northeast 
Ohio Regional Sewer District to the 
Friends of Euclid Creek 

• Euclid Creek East Branch Dam  
Removal project-baseline monitoring 
for biological and physical habitat 
conditions; and an Indiana Bat  
Maternity Roosting Tree Survey and 
Site Assessment of the project area, 
as required for the Army Corps  
Nationwide Permit process.  The Army 
Corps of Engineers issued a  
Nationwide Permit for the dam  
removal project 

• The Euclid Creek Volunteer  
Moni tor ing Program -Staf f  at  
Cuyahoga Community College East is 
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2009 ANNUAL HIGHLIGHTS 2009 ANNUAL HIGHLIGHTS  

ness and funds for ongoing educational and 

watershed initiatives.  

 
2009 Program Highlights include: 
 
• SWCD program outreached to an  

estimated 5% of the county’s  

population  

• 23 rain barrel workshops were held 

throughout the county, resulting in over 

700 rain barrels being sold and  

installed to help reduce storm water 

runoff. Collaborated with watershed 

groups in organizing and sharing  

benefits of workshops 

• 77 school programs and/or teacher 

workshops, including the Quad-County 

and N.E. Ohio Area Envirothon  

c om p e t i t i o n s ,  e v e n t s ,  a n d  

environmental education programs 

• 78 community education programs or 

presentations to civic, scout, and  

educational groups on “Going Green In 

Your Own Backyard” and “Seven  

Simple Steps to Clean Water.”  

Collaborative presentations on Green 

Roofs, Watersheds, Clean Water Act, 

Rain Gardens, and Storm Water  

Compliance Measures. 

• Targeted mailing on Low Impact  

Development to Home Owners  

Association members, architects,  

developers and Cuyahoga County  

construction permit holders 

• Quarterly On the Land newsletter, 

email alerts, storm water articles,  

educational materials, web-based  

information; educational posters; library 

displays; environmental topic brochures 

mailed to target audiences, including 

homeowners and developers and cable 

programming. 

• Targeted mailing to Cuyahoga County 

residents on the benefits of Rain  

Gardens  



 

 

serving as the volunteer coordinator 

• Distribution of a Euclid Creek  
e-newsletter and the Public  
Involvement Public Education (PIPE) 
activity updates to the watershed  
communities’ Mayors, Councilper-
sons, Departmental Heads and Water-
shed Committee members 

• Wildwood State Park Bioswale Project
-A 2,250 square foot bioswale was 
installed in collaboration with the City 
of Cleveland, Northeast Ohio Regional 
Sewer District (NEORSD), Friends of 
Euclid Creek, and 45 Youth  
Opportunities Unlimited and Tri-C 
Summer Pathways students 

• Rain Barrel Workshops, stream  
cleanups, and invasive plant pulls 

• Euclid Creek Watershed tours focused 
on green infrastructure  practices  

• Schools involvement included working 
with Hawken Middle School, Tri-C 
East, Euclid High School, and Collin-
wood High School and Mayfield 
School District 

• Rain garden installation at Mayfield 
Middle School 

Rocky River Rocky River Rocky River Rocky River     

Watershed ProgramWatershed ProgramWatershed ProgramWatershed Program    

Securing funding for the program into 2010 
was a key objective. The Rocky River  
Watershed Council received a watershed 
grant from the Northeast Ohio Regional 
Sewer District, which will be used to imple-
ment projects identified in the approved 
Watershed Action Plan.  A grant from the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation is 
being used to determine how older storm 
water basins can be retrofitted for water 
quality improvements in the Abram and 
Baldwin Creek sub-watersheds.  

This year’s highlights include: 

• Received a National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation-s Sustain Our Great Lakes 
program grant to conduct a storm water 
retrofit opportunities inventory in Abram 
and Baldwin Creeks (and Euclid 
Creek).  The grant will also fund a pilot 
residential BMP incentive program in 

the headwaters of Abram Creek in 
Middleburg Heights.  The program will 
provide a financial incentive to home-
owners to install rain barrels, rain gar-
dens and soil fertility analyses.  

• Awarded an Ohio Environmental Edu-
cation Fund grant to provide four Quali-
fied Data Collector trainings for Chemi-
cal Water Quality Monitoring and QHEI 
(stream habitat) in Cuyahoga County in 
2010. 

• In partnership with the Rocky River 
Watershed Council, leveraged addi-
tional funding for the watershed coordi-
nator position through the Northeast 
Ohio Regional Sewer District Water-
shed Grant program 

• Initiated a partnership with the Rocky 
River Watershed Council to host 8 rain 
barrel workshops in the Rocky River 
Watershed  

• Partnered with the Cuyahoga County 
Fair Board, Kurtz Bros., Inc. and the 
Rocky River Watershed Council to 
install a demonstration rain garden and 
rain barrels at the Cuyahoga County 
Fairgrounds in Berea 

• 150 volunteers cleared trash from over 
10 miles of the Rocky River’s Main 
Stem and East Branch and built a rain 
garden   

• Initiated a volunteer monitoring pro-
gram for Healey Creek. 

Conservation Easement  ProgramConservation Easement  ProgramConservation Easement  ProgramConservation Easement  Program    

Currently, the Cuyahoga SWCD holds 260 

acres of land in conservation easements 

that serve to protect sensitive wetland and 

riparian areas. Cuyahoga SWCD staff and 

volunteers marked the boundaries of the 

conservation easements currently held by 

the District.  “Keep It Natural” brochures 

were distributed to adjacent homeowners, 

which resulted in calls regarding the ease-

ments.  Cuyahoga SWCD worked with the 

Cuyahoga County Planning Commission to 

overlay the easement boundaries on the 

County’s map system and develop a data-

base of adjacent landowners, which will help 

with future monitoring and outreach efforts. 

The “Nature Preserve” The “Nature Preserve” The “Nature Preserve” The “Nature Preserve”     

at Dike 14at Dike 14at Dike 14at Dike 14    

District staff continues to work with the 

Cleveland Cuyahoga County Port Authority, 

the City of Cleveland, Ohio Department of 

Natural Resources and members of the Dike 

14 Environmental Collaborative to open the 

site as a lakefront nature preserve perhaps 

as early as May 2010.  Once “ownership” of 

the dike is determined, the Collaborative will 

be able to apply for remediation and restora-

tion funding.  Semi-annual open houses are 

held at the Lakefront Nature Preserve, in 

addition to environmental education pro-

gramming and tours.ted nature enthusiasts 

to Cleveland.   

USDAUSDAUSDAUSDA----Natural Resources Natural Resources Natural Resources Natural Resources 

Conservation Service Conservation Service Conservation Service Conservation Service 

(NRCS)(NRCS)(NRCS)(NRCS)    

The Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice, USDA (NRCS) is the District’s federal 
partner.  In 2009 NRCS received four new 
applications for federal Farm Bill  
programs.  The conservation practices in-
stalled were all weather pads for livestock, 
fencing and animal waste storage structure.  

NRCS also assisted the District 
with technical assistance to the Storm Water 
Program staff in order to develop Standard 
Operating Procedures for performing long-
term operation & maintenance field reviews, 
preparing technical advisory reports for ex-
isting storm water quality and quantity man-
agement facilities and in reviewing draft 
written reports. 

  
PROGRAM SUPPORTPROGRAM SUPPORTPROGRAM SUPPORTPROGRAM SUPPORT    
The Cuyahoga SWCD is funded by Cuya-
hoga Board of County Commissioners and 
municipalities, which leverages funding from 
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources-
Division of Soil and Water Resources, in-
cluding funding for the watershed coordina-
tors.  Additional funding is secured through 
project grants and fees.   

2009 ANNUAL HIGHLIGHTS    2009 ANNUAL HIGHLIGHTS 

On The Land   Spring 2010 Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District Page 4 



 

 

On The Land   Spring 2010 Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District Page 5 

2009 ANNUAL HIGHLIGHTS     

REVENUES   Special Fund 
Fund balance January 1, 2009  $153,474.00 
    Local Government  $274,647.00 
    State Government  $248,802.00 
    Federal Government    
Gifts & Contributions     
Sale of Products/Materials     
Rentals     
Farm Harvest Income     
All Other Revenue     

TOTAL RECEIPTS   $676,923 
    

  DISBURSEMENTS   
Salaries   $377,754.00 
Supplies   $2,402.00 
Equipment (auto, computers)   $5,160.00 
Contract Services (rent)  $23,953.00 
Rent  $18,000.00 
Training & duty related travel   $6,169.00 
Advertising & Printing   $5,523.00 
PERS   $52,142.00 
Worker's Compensation   $2,386.00 
Unemployment Compensation   $1,102.00 
Hospitalization/flex benefits   $64,933.00  
Medicare   $5,384.00  
Product/Materials for Resale     
Reimbursement-State Refunds     
Other (postage, insurance, indirect, 
phone, internet, publications, dues, 
meetings)   $24,310.00 

 Net transfers to Special Fund     
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS   $589,218.00 
    

$87,705.00 BALANCE 

CASH BASIS REPORT 2009CASH BASIS REPORT 2009CASH BASIS REPORT 2009CASH BASIS REPORT 2009    

Rocky River, continued from Page 1 

is important habitat for various life stages of bugs and insects, like 
mayflies, stoneflies and dragonflies that are important pieces of 
the river ecosystem.  When the substrate becomes clogged with 
silt and other sediment, this habitat function is degraded, 
reducing the ability of the river to support a healthy aquatic 
community. 

Even though the 2001 Rocky River TMDL does not directly 
address sediment, the Rocky River Watershed Action Plan 
identifies siltation, embedded substrate, or sediment loading as a 
problem in the Mainstem, Abram Creek, East Branch, Baldwin 
Creek, North Royalton ‘A’ Tributary, Healey Creek, West 
Branch, Mallet Creek, North Branch, and Plum Creek at 
Brunswick subwatersheds.  Many in-line lakes and ponds (lakes 
and ponds that intercept the stream channel)  that have been 
serving effectively, if unintentionally, as sediment traps are 
nearing storage capacity, and will no longer function in this 
capacity in the near future, leading to increased sediment delivery 
downstream.  Hinckley Lake, Baldwin Lake and North Park Lake 
are just a few examples. 

The Rocky River’s sediment load, measured at the USGS gauge 
on the Main Stem (immediately downstream of confluence of 
East and West Branches) in North Olmsted, is 64,028 tons/year, 
or 240 tons/year per square mile.  This extrapolates to 70,560 
tons/year for the entire 294 square mile watershed or 15 times 
the estimated levels of 4704 tons/year (16 tons/year per square 
mile) prior to the land being developed.  (Whiting, 2003). 
 

What can we do to reduce the amount  

of sediment that gets into the  

Rocky River and its tributaries? 
 

• Leave a buffer between soil-disturbing activities 
(like construction and row crop agriculture) and 
streams. 

• Don’t remove vegetation from streambanks or 
streamside areas. 

• Plant trees and deep-rooting vegetation adjacent 
to stream channels. 

• Control storm water runoff from new 
development to reduce erosive stream flows. 

• Retrofit aging storm water control practices in 
developed areas to function properly. 

• Remove dams and restore stream channels in 
areas where changes to the channel have altered 
the natural stream flow. 

• Implement conservation measures such as  
“no-till” practices in agricultural operations. 

Water Monitoring/Credible Data  

Training Sessions 

 

Spots are still available for the July 14-15 QHEI 
and the August 17-19 Chemical Water  

Quality Credible Data trainings.   
 

Call 216-524-6580 x14  
for more information and to register. 



 

 

 

Euclid Creek Watershed News 
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Euclid Creek’s Newest Bioswale 
   Over the past few summers, Cleveland’s Youth  
Opportunities Unlimited (YOU) students have played 
a major role in installing rain gardens and rain  
barrels to help reduce storm water pollution  
problems in the City.  In the Summer of 2009, the 
YOU students and Tri-C Summer Pathways  
Program students spent two months installing a 
2,250 square foot (375 feet long x 6 feet wide) 
bioswale in a parking lot at Wildwood Lakefront 
State Park in Cleveland’s North Collinwood 
neighborhood.    

   A bioswale is a shallow depression designed to 
store and convey storm water runoff toward a  
discharge point, in this case a storm drain.  The 
bioswale in Wildwood Park was designed to collect 
water from the surrounding marina parking lot.   
Storm water now runs through the 900 non-invasive  
perennial plants and 28 cubic yards of “enhanced” 
soil that help slow down and hold the water so that it 
infiltrates into the ground. The storm water is  
expected to move through the system in less than 
48 hours.   

   This project is a model of teamwork that involved 
park landowner, Ohio Department of Natural Re-
sources and funding from the Cuyahoga SWCD and 
URS Corporation.  Friends of Euclid Creek will pro-
vide long term stewardship and maintenance of  the 
bioswale.   

   There willl be ongoing opportunities to learn about 
the bioswale and other stream stewardship initia-
tives.  Join the Friends of Euclid Creek on Septem-
ber 11th to help with the fall bioswale clean up and 
the Stream Cleanup at Wildwood State Park.   

 
Contact Claire Posius for event details  

(216)-524-6580, x16 or  
cposius@cuyahogaswcd.org  

Euclid Creek Events 
Please check the Euclid Creek Website to find out more 
about our upcoming Spring/Summer activities schedule 

(http://www.cuyahogaswcd.org/EuclidCreekFiles/
EuclidCreekthehomepage.htm).  Two more rain barrel 

workshops are scheduled this summer in Mayfield Heights 
(July 14th) and Mayfield Village (August 25th) workshops.  
In addition, Cuyahoga SWCD is holding its first Rain  
Garden Native Plant Kit Sale!  The sale will be held in  
three locations throughout the County. Thank you to  

everyone who ordered plant kits for the Euclid Creek sale 
on June 5th.  The two remaining sales are June 19th and 

September 11th.  Order forms can be found at 
www.cuyahogaswcd.org 

Friends of Euclid Creek Photo Contest 
The Friends of Euclid Creek invite you to share your visions of life around the watershed by submitting your  Euclid 

Creek Watershed  photos for the 2010 Photo Contest.  The goals of the contest are to: highlight the beauty of the Creek 
as it flows through the eleven watershed communities; showcase the culture and historical sites of the watershed; and,  

encourage others to enjoy this wonderful natural resource.  Please submit photos in the following categories:  
Plants and Animals in the Euclid Creek watershed; Recreation in the watershed; Cultural and Historical Sites;  

Black & White of any of the categories mentioned; and Age 17 and Under – of any of the categories.   
The entry deadline is October 5th.  The winner will receive a grand prize of $100.  For information, entry instructions,  

maps and more, go to www.friendsofeuclidcreek.org or call Larry McFadden at 216-531-7144. 

YOU students digging the bioswale at  
Wildwood Lakefront State Park 

Swale: BEFORE Bioswale: AFTER 



 

 

On The Land   Spring 2010 Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District Page 7 

A Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor represents county residents in soil 

and water conservation and natural resources management. Supervisors set the 

District’s policy, provide guidance to staff, and assist on projects. The Board consists 

of five supervisors who serve for three-year terms on a voluntary basis. Supervisors 

participate in monthly and special board meetings, and attend area and state 

meetings. This year, candidates will be nominated to fill two open positions. Potential 

candidates are expected to have experience relevant to the District’s goals.  The  

qualities of a potential supervisor include:   

• Widespread knowledge of natural resources in the county 

• Complement the existing make-up of the district board so that all  

geographic, educational, and land-use interests within the district are represented 

• Leadership ability and willingness to share time and talent 

 

The Nominating Committee will present a slate of candidates.  Qualified residents, 

18 years of age or older, may also petition to be on the ballot. For information about 

the petition process can be found at www.cuyahogaswcd.org/about 

supervisors/annualmeeting.   

SUPERVISOR ELECTION 2010 SAVE THE DATE 
Cuyahoga Soil and Water  

Conservation District  

Conservation Day 

August  28, 2010 

9:30 A.M.—1:00 P.M. 

CAMP CORDE, PARMA 
www.cuyahogaswcd.org 

Summer is here and that means 
it is time to get down and dirty to 
spruce up your yard.  Before you 
start, think “green” and you may 
be able to save money and  
protect Lake Erie’s water quality.  

Food for thought: Waterford 
Township (Michigan) Trustees 
are considering a pair of  
resolutions intended to minimize 
p h o s p h o r u s  f e r t i l i z e r  
applications in the township. 
Trustee David Kramer recently 
stated that phosphorous “is a 
p o i s o n ou s  n o n -me t a l l i c  
substance in fertilizer and not 
necessary as a lawn supplement 
unless putting in a new lawn.  
Anything we put on our lawns is 
absorbed into the soil and since 
we're in this huge watershed, 
the supplement ends up in our 
lakes, rivers, and streams and 
ultimately in the Great Lakes. It 
causes accelerated growth of 
weeds and algae and that 
causes accelerated eutrophica-
tion of our lakes, a slow death." 

For the last four years,  
Cuyahoga SWCD has teamed 
up with the Cuyahoga County 
Water Quality Lab to perform 
soil tests for homeowners.  The 

results indicate that soils  
in Cuyahoga County are  
phosphorus rich, which means 
t h a t  a dd i ng  add i t i o n a l  
phosphorous is like pouring 
money down the drain. 

So what can be done if a  
homeowner desires green 
healthy grass?  Consider testing 
your soil before adding  
fertilizers, especially phosphorus 
based fertilizers.   Not only is it 
probably not needed, it is a  
major contributor to algae 
growth in our streams and Lake 
Erie.  When the algae dies and 
decays, it robs the water of 
much-needed oxygen, which 
stresses the aquatic animals.  
The decaying algae also imparts 
a moldy taint to your water, 
which means that tall cool drink 
on a hot day may not be very 
refreshing.     

Go to www.cuyahogaswcd.org 
to learn more.   

Other good tips include setting 
your mower so it cuts high  
(3-4”). Taller grass absorbs 
more and reduces the stress on 
the grass.  Use a  mulching 
mower that chops up the grass 

clippings or leave the clippings 
on the grass to decompose  
and provide organic fertilizer that 
the earthworms and soil love, in 
addition to keeping organic  
matter out of landfills. Another 
money saving and eco-friendly 
tip is to gently water (consider a 
soaker hose) in the evening or 
early morning to avoid run off 
and evaporation.  

Watch our website for tips about 
rain gardens, rain barrels, and 
future workshops, such as the 
upcoming Compost  Workshops, 
and other best management 
practices that will help you earn 
your “green thumb” as a true 
backyard habitat steward. 

~ HOLD THE PHOSPHOROUS ~ 
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ON THE LAND 

Habitat Stewards can assist with your backyard!! 

 
 
 
 

The National Wildlife Federation along with the Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District has 

recently awarded 27 volunteers the status of Habitat Stewards. These dedicated volunteers have 

worked through 25 hours of training in the Habitat Stewards program and are ready to serve as  

mentors in their communities, working to create landscapes that provide a welcoming home for  

wildlife.  

The Habitat Stewards training, locally hosted by the Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District, 

covers subjects such as butterflies, bird migration, pollinators, the current status of wildlife habitat in 

our country, and even touches on site planning and habitat design.  The Stewards learn about the  

intricacies of plant and animal relationships, and how they can share their knowledge with others. 

Call the Cuyahoga SWCD for more details about how a  
Habitat Steward can assist you! 216/524-6580, ext 22 


