
2nd Annual  

Euclid Creek  
Watershed Summit 

October 6, 2016 

Mayfield Village Community Room  



Á34 miles of stream 
Á24 square miles 
ÁAll or part of            

12 municipalities in 
2 counties 

ÁPopulation of 
~63,500 

ÁLand Cover: 
- 51% residential 
- 14% undeveloped 
- 12% roads/highways 
- 9% protected open 
space 

- 2-4% commercial, 
industrial, 
institutional 

 

The Euclid Creek 
Watershed 



ɆEuclid Creek Watershed Council (ECWC) 
Committees 
ɀPIPE Committee 
ɀTechnical Committee 
ɀVolunteer Monitoring Program Committee 

 
ɆFriends of Euclid Creek (FOEC) 
ɀnon-profit grassroots watershed group 

 
ɆCuyahoga SWCD 
ɀhosts the Euclid Creek Watershed 

Coordinator position 

Euclid Creek Watershed Program Partners 
 

Building Local Capacity to Move Resource Stewardship Forward 



Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation District 

CSWCD Euclid Creek  
Watershed Coordinators 

2007-Present Claire Posius 

2004-2007 Lynn Garrity 

2002-2004 Kristy Albro 

MISSION 
To advocate and implement best 

management practices for 
conservation of land and aquatic 

resources in a developed environment 
through education, stewardship, and 

technical assistance. 

 

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR  

ü Janine Rybka 

 

EUCLID CREEK WATERSHED COORDINATOR 

ü Claire Posius 

 

CSWCD PROGRAMS 

ü Watersheds 

ü Conservation Education 

ü Stormwater Pollution Prevention 



Program Partners 
Agency / Nonprofit Partners 
Ɇ Alliance for the Great Lakes 

Ɇ Central Lake Erie Basin (CLEB) Watershed 
Collaborative ɀ NE Ohio Watershed groups 

Ɇ Cleveland Metroparks Cleveland Museum 
of Natural History 

Ɇ Cuyahoga Area of Concern / Cuyahoga 
River Community Planning Org. 

Ɇ Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

Ɇ Cuyahoga Solid Waste District  

Ɇ Dominion (Watershed Mini Grant) 

Ɇ Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating 
Agency  

Ɇ Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District 

Ɇ Ohio and US Environmental Protection 
Agency 

Ɇ The Nature Conservancy 

Ɇ Trust for Public Land 

 

 

ɆUS Army Corps of Engineers 

ɆWestern Reserve Land Conservancy 

 

Community Groups 
ɆBluestone Heights 

ɆBoy Scouts  

ɆEuclid Beach Adopt-a-Beach Program  

ɆGarden Clubs  

ɆGirl Scouts 

ɆGreenwood Farm Association 

ɆHighland Heights Green Task Force 

ɆHighland Heights Lions Club 

ɆNortheast Shores Development Corp. 

ɆSims Park Beach Adopt-a-Beach Program 

ɆSouth Euclid Recycling Committee 

ɆRichmond Heights Kiwanis 



Outside / Leveraged Funding Sources 

Program funding for  
personnel / operations 
Ɇ Euclid Creek Watershed Council 

Communities 

Ɇ Cuyahoga SWCD 

 

Leveraged Program funding for 
personnel / operations 
Ɇ Cleveland Waterfront Coalition 

Ɇ Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District 
(NEORSD) via Friends of Euclid Creek 
grant 

 

 

Leveraged funding for 
restoration / planning grants 
Ɇ NEORSD 

 

Ɇ Ohio EPA 

ɀ Great Lakes Restoration Initiative 
(GLRI) / Area of Concern (AOC) 
funding  

 

Ɇ And many agencies have provided 
countless In-Kind or Volunteer hours 
toward program 

 

 



Euclid Creek Watershed Program 

Three Main Objectives 
1. Watershed Action Plan Implementation ɀ priority habitat and water quality 

improvement projects aimed at delisting impairments 
2. Technical and Project Assistance to Watershed Communities ɀ addressing 

community concerns regarding watershed issues such as streambank erosion, 
flooding, etc. 

3. Outreach and Education ɀ PIPE program, plus education and outreach in 
support of Objectives 1 and 2. 



Euclid Creek Volunteer Monitoring Program 

ECVMP ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

ü Mary K. Evans - Volunteer Monitor 

ü Tracey Meilander ɀ Biology Professor, Notre Dame College 

ü Mike Nichols - Chemistry Professor, John Carroll 

ü Kimberly Ochs - Biology Professor, Tri-C Eastern Campus 

ü Sarah Preston - Dean of School of Arts & Sciences, Ursuline 
College 

ü Claire Posius - Euclid Creek Watershed Coordinator, 
Cuyahoga SWCD (Program Coordinator) 

ü Mandy Razzano - Environmental Specialist, Ohio EPA 

ü Lou Rifici - Environmental Scientist & Biology Assistant 
Professor, Tri-C Eastern Campus (Program Manager) 

ü Michael Rowan - Biology Professor, Tri-C Eastern Campus 

ü Judy Santmire - Biology Professor, Notre Dame College 

ü Bill Zawiski - Environmental Supervisor, Ohio EPA 

MISSION 
To produce valid 

environmental data 
needed to aid in the 

assessment and 
ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ /ÈÉÏȭÓ 

watersheds and aquatic 
resources. 

 
GOALS 

To inform and engage the 
community in effective 
watershed stewardship. 

 

Citizen monitors build 
awareness of water 

quality issues, aquatic 
resources and pollution 

prevention.   



Euclid Creek Volunteer Monitoring Program 
ü Program started in 2005 

ü 5 sites monitored by volunteers monthly 

ü Chemical and physical monitoring conducted for:  
Å nutrient levels, turbidity, dissolved oxygen 

concentration, conductivity, temperature and pH 

ü Trends in data mirroring contaminant issues 
identified in Ohio EPA TMDL report 

ü 5,540 observations recorded over 11 years of 
gathering data  

ü Beachwood High School monitoring at Acacia 

Dedicated volunteers monitoring 

Lou Rifici training volunteers 
Ȭ3ÍÉÔÈȾ#ÈÁÔÆÉÅÌÄ $ÒȢȭ 'ÒÏÕÐ  ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÓ ΤΡΣΧ 

Volunteer of Year award by Cuyahoga SWCD  
Thank you for all of your 
time and dedication Lou! 



EUCLID CREEK 

WATERSHED SUMMIT 2016 

Euclid Creek Watershed Council 

Technical Committee 



HISTORY 

Å2000 Created ï Informal Organization 

Å2001 Greater structure ï NOACA funded 

Å2002 Hired a Watershed Coordinator 

Å2004 Established by-laws 

Å2004 Developed a Watershed Action Plan 

Å2004 Created PIPE & Water Monitoring 
Comm 

Å2006 Fully endorsed Watershed Action Plan 

ÅPresent 9 Element plan ï Phase II Update 



2016 Activity 

ÅApproved Annual Work Plan 

ÅApproved MOU for the next five years 



Annual Work Plan 

ÅAssist Communities with PIPE 

Requirements 

    Assist with PIPE related activities 

    Annual PIPE reporting ï Phase II  

 

    Provide local support with grants and 

goals 



Watershed Council MOU 

ÅPurpose ï Formal Agreement 

ÅProvide services 

ÅStaff Support 

ÅCoordinate the various committees 

 



Technical Committee 

ÅMeets on an as needed basis 

ÅMembers ï Engineers & Service Directors 

 

Å                                 2016 

ÅPhase II Updates  

ÅStream Maintenance Manual 

 



Phase II 

ÅClean Water Act ï Federally Mandated 

ÅRequired by all MS4ôs 

ÅUpdate Storm Water Management Plans  

ÅTMDL focused 




