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We all know that it is not acceptable to dump 

tires, machine parts, plastics and other unnatural 

trash into our waterways. But many still believe 

it’s okay to put “organic” yard waste like grass 

and leaves onto a streambank, in a storm drain, 

or into a ditch.  

 
Well, when it comes to dumping, even organic yard 

waste doesn’t “cut it.” When yard waste (grass, 

leaves, pet waste, etc.) is deposited in the stream it 

upsets the natural balance. 

 
Yard waste from our maintained landscapes should 

never be dumped or piled in and around waterways 

or storm drains. Yard waste should be composted or 

set out with the trash according to your community’s 

yard waste pick-up guidelines.  

 
Yard waste:  

 is the 2nd largest category of all discarded trash.  

 decomposes and uses up the oxygen in streams, 

makes streams smell bad, and it looks unsightly.  

 nutrients can lead to algae blooms and fish kills.  

 can obstruct flow and clog downstream 

culverts, leading to localized flooding and 

erosion problems.  

 piled on streambanks can choke out plants that 

serve to stabilize and prevent erosion.  

Mailer printed with generous support of the 
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District 
through its Watershed Grants Program. 

 
 
Mowing? “Cut it high, and let it lie.” 

is its own best natural fertilizer. 

Composed of 90% water, clippings break 

down quickly. clippings contain 

nutrients that can up to 

25 percent your total 

needs. a mulching mower to most 

break down your 

a mow" zone near the stream. 
 
Fertilizing?  Do it sensibly.  Many people use 

too much it rains, 

run lawn and pavement, 

into storm and into Once 

there, fertilizers pollute the water by 

encouraging much growth. 

When the algae die, the oxygen 

often decrease too much to support fish 

and insect populations. don’t forget 

sweep the pavement. 
 
Not Composting? Get Composting 

is  of grass 

clippings and vegetable scraps into a soil 

conditioner. It  easy and can be a 

quick process. To find out more about 

composting techniques, contact your 

local Soil and Water Conservation 

District local Ohio State 

Extension Just remember not to 

near the stream! 

 

Man’s Best Friend sharing your yard? Dog’s 

can’t pick up after themselves, so you 

have to! Plastic waste bags take up space 

in a landfill, consider biodegradable bags 

instead. Beyond that you can flush your 

pups waste. You can dig a hole at least 

one foot deep to bury it (being sure to 

avoid groundwater sources).There are 

also dog waste digester systems. 

 

 

 a zone 

your 

in 

watershed. 

 If its 

a 

reason. 

 engineer  or 

local 

issues. 
 
Why culverting your is not the 

r  

Confining a stream in a  

underground eliminates not only 

stream but its floodplain as well. 

Downstream erosion and flooding are 

and, groundwater, essential for 

stream during the hot months, 

becomes disconnected from the stream. 

Haphazardly dumping and 

in your 

EROSION. 

 

using concrete or rocks to 

build to “shore up” the banks 

often leads to not If not 

designed and installed properly, these struc-

tures not only damage the land and stream, 

they can be for you, your 

downstream landowners. 

More Information: at: 

cuyahogaswcd.org 

Click on “What We Do” and  

“Watershed Management” 



 

Get a toad or two! are 
great insect-eaters 

in garden 
day.  

place a 
down, with 

one corner propped up so 
can get underneath.  

A is also 
. a 

or birdbath at ground level 
for toads and other amphibians.
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